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CONCLUSIONS

The Third Meeting of the Water Expert Group (WEG) of the Union for the Mediterranean was held on February 25th, in Madrid, Spain. It included representatives from Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia,  Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Latvia, Lebanon, Mauritania, Montenegro, Morocco, Palestine, Spain, Tunisia, the European Commission, the Arab league, and was also attended by the UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan, and representatives of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.
A. Preamble
The overall Work Plan considered by the second Water Expert Group as an acceptable basis for sequencing the activities related to the SWM process, could not be strictly followed. As a consequence of the complexity in the drafting process, and the updated version of the Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean, drafted by Spain with the assistance of MED EUWI Secretariat, was sent to the WEG participants on February 22nd. 

The Technical Drafting Group met for the second time on 3 and 4 February, in Madrid, Spain. The work was based on all the contributions provided regarding the four topic chapters, and the whole document. 
All participants thank Spain and MED-EUWI for their hard work.
B. Validation of the draft of the Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean to be presented at the UfM Water Ministerial conference in Barcelona, 13 April 2010
Content of the document 
1. On a general point of view, and based on the guidelines to drafters and the previous WEG decisions, the SWM draft is validated.

2. The draft version of the SWM presented by Spain to the WEG is considered as a good document. Nevertheless, the Water expert group decides that additional comments expressed by countries during the WEG and the observers on a written basis shall necessary be taken on board in order to make the SWM an enriched document to be presented at the UfM Ministerial conference on water, hold in 13th April 2010. 
Process of validation of the final version of the SWM 
1. The road map to be strictly followed requires that the Water Expert Group sends written comments to the Egypt-France Co-presidency and Spain with copy to MED-EUWI (Philippe.Guettier@developpement-durable.gouv.fr; redam@mwri.gov.eg; buzon-interua@mma.es; secretariat@gwpmed.org ) until March 4th. The co-presidency will validate by March 10th the revised version of the SWM and send to the Water Expert Group. Answers of the WEG will be expected by March 20th at the latest. The final version of the SWM will be sent to the Water Expert Group by April 1st. 
2. The translation of the SWM in the official languages of the UFM shall be done as soon as the final version is ready.
C. The Water Expert Group takes positive note of: 

3. The Jordan declaration states that the SWM should be accompanied by an action plan. The action plan should incite countries to determine reference states, their own estimated objectives and deadlines as well as suitable means (including projects) for achieving them with an objective of progress for each of the four WSM priority themes. 
4. This action plan could be elaborated by the WEG, and given the deadlines it will have to be done after the UfM Water Ministerial conference. 
5. Italy does not agree with a process of elaboration of the action plan that would require an additional Ministerial conference.   

6. The draft of the Ministerial declaration will be written by the co-presidency of the WEG and Spain as Chair of the TDG.  The declaration is a political key document to be approved during the Ministerial conference. The countries of the WEG are invited to submit comments to the co-presidency and to Spain about what could be inserted.

7. The WEG calls for a mention in the Ministerial on the necessity to subsequently develop the SWM in a related Action Plan. 

8. WEG’s work should facilitate the debate of Ministers. 
9. Future documents linked to the SWM could encompass projects selection, both results indicators linked to topic objectives, and follow-up indicators, steps regarding the monitoring of the Strategy’s implementation. The principles of a toll box could be presented as well. 
10. The mandate of the WEG should be extended in this sense and the coordination with the UfM secretariat in Barcelona defined.

11. The major points for coordination between the WEG and the UfM secretariat shall as well be proposed to join the declaration. 

12. Status and tasks of the UfM Barcelona Secretariat are still under construction. General Secretary has been nominated on January 15th. 

Annex list available on the UfM website: 

· List of participants to the WEG 3
· Updated version of the Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean provided by Spain to the WEG

· New road map

· Main points to be included in the Ministerial Declaration



