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CONCLUSIONS

The Second Meeting of the Water Expert Group (WEG) of the Union for the Mediterranean was held on 4 November 2009, in Cairo, Egypt. It included representatives from Algeria, Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, Palestine, Spain, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, the European Commission and was also attended by representatives of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

A. Preamble: 

The First Meeting of the Water Expert Group (7-8 September 2009, Athens, Greece) decided, among others, that “the draft of the SWM would be elaborated by a Technical Drafting Group (TDG) aiming for a structured and inclusive process under the political and technical guidance of the WEG”. 

This group is chaired by Spain and composed of Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Spain, Syria, Croatia, the European Commission and the League of Arab States. MED EUWI is providing administrative assistance to the process in coordination with the UfM Co-Chairs. 

The Technical Drafting Group met for the first time on 26 October 2009, in Madrid, Spain. 

B. Validation of the results of the first TDG submitted by Spain to the Water Expert Group:

1. The Country Role Map, completed to reflect interest expressed by the TDG members, can be considered as a reference document to allow the coordination of contributors for each chapter of the SWM. 

2. The Guidelines to Drafters shall be used by all coordinators and contributors, especially as regards the format and content of exchange : 

· An introduction with the main SWM objectives 

· Assessment of current status of key water issues and management practices in the Mediterranean and the related overall challenges to be met; 

· An elaboration focused on the specific topic considered including common objectives and recommendations for action; recommendations into concrete actions at regional and country levels;

· Quantitative and qualitative indicators as appropriate and where feasible for the different chapters and the SWM follow up, to be presented in an Annex.

3. The overall TDG Work Plan is considered as an acceptable basis for sequencing the activities related to the SWM process. 

C. The Water Expert Group takes positive note of: 

1. The contributions from IME/Blue Plan, MEDPOL MAP; the 7th General Assembly of MENBO (6-9 October 2009, Beirut, Lebanon); the Civil Society Dialogue on Mediterranean Processes, including the SWM, organised by MIO-ECSDE, GWP-Med, COMPSUD and other partners, (1 November 2009, Cairo, Egypt); the Joint Egyptian / Netherlands Conference on ‘Towards the new Long Term Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean (2-3 November 2009, Cairo, Egypt) and its Cairo Message on ‘Coping with Climate Change is Managing Water for Life’, and thank them all for their efforts. 

2. In link with the Cairo Message, the WEG considers that water should be included in the negotiations of the COP 15, and will forward the Message to the UfM Ministerial Conference on Environment, on 26-27 November in Dubrovnik, Croatia.

3. An indicative and open overview of projects that presented at the Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development Projects, 25 June 2009, Paris, France

4. The results of the Informal Meeting on Infrastructure Finance, 30 April 2009, Alexandria, Egypt.

D. The Water Expert Group decides that: 

1. The ‘Initial approach to SWM texts’ document is considered as a merging of the countries’ contributions sent to the TDG. The first version of the SWM will be available by January 2010 for the next WEG Meeting. In the meantime, and on the basis of the overall work plan, the coordinators shall develop their chapters, together with the Chair and Secretariat of the TDG, taking into account the additional contributions from the countries and the observers (such as those mentioned in point C) so as the comments made on these during the WEG 2 Meeting (eg. on virtual water, soft projects / components financing, etc). Contributions should be sent to the TDG Chair and Secretariat before 30 November 2009. 

2. As indicated in the Jordan Ministerial Declaration, the SWM shall encompass 4 topic chapters. Crosscutting issues shall then be embedded in each chapter, and the TDG Chair shall ensure consistency and relevancy. In particular, the importance of tackling regional coordination needs through existing initiatives and networks and including recommendations on information, expertise, capacity building as well as ecosystems was emphasized. The contributions related to information in the four chapters will be coordinated by Italy and Spain.

3. A consultation of donors is considered as relevant and shall precede the next WEG. Donors are invited to make proposals to the chapter coordinators before the end of November. 

4. The civil society shall be facilitated in playing a more active role in the SWM process and specifically in applying to the projects process. All participants to the WEG meeting are invited to help disseminate messages regarding the SMW process and the possibility of future projects. Application modalities and all information are available at www.ufm-water.net
5. Next TDG will take place in Madrid, Spain at the beginning of February 2009. Next WEG will take place at the end of  February (place to be identified). 

Annex list available on the UfM website : 

- List of participants to the WEG 2

- Contributions from countries to the Technical Drafting Group: DE, FR/LB, IT, EG/NL Conference (2-3 November 2009, Cairo, Egypt) including the Cairo Message “Coping with climate change is managing water for life”.

- Contributions from observers to the SWM : IME/Blue Plan, MEDPOL MAP; the Declaration of the 7th General Assembly of MENBO (6-9 October 2009, Beirut, Lebanon); the Statement of the Civil Society Dialogue on Mediterranean Processes, including the SWM, organised by MIO-ECSDE, GWP-Med, COMPSUD and other partners, (1 November 2009, Cairo, Egypt).

- Overall TDG work plan

- Initial Approach to SWM Texts

- Country Role Map / Table of SWE chapters’ contributors and coordinators 

- Guidelines to drafters



